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were bearing the burdens of the imperial system and that
the profits of it went into the public treasury; that is,
into the hands of the king. It was no wonder, then,
that as the burdens grew greater the people grew poorer.
The king spent the revenues in extending the imperial
system in Germany, Italy, and the Netherlands, so that
the revenues really became a new cause of corruption
and decay. The only people who were well off, in the
midst of the increasing distress, were the ecclesiastics
and nobles, who were protected by entails and charters,
which, in their turn, were a new cause of restriction and
destruction to the industries of the country. As to the
treatment of the aborigines in the outlying possessions of
Spain, the orders from the home government were as
good as could possibly be desired. No other European
government issued any which were nearly so enlightened
or testified to such care about that matter. Spanish
America is still covered with institutions founded by
Spain for the benefit of the aborigines, so far as they
have not been confiscated or diverted to other uses.
Nevertheless the Spanish rule nearly exterminated the
aborigines in one hundred and fifty years. The Pope
gave them into servitude to the Spaniards. The Span-
iards regarded them as savages, heretics, beasts, not
entitled to human consideration. Here you have the
great explanation of man's inhumanity to man. When
Spaniards tortured and burned Protestants and Jews it
was because, in their minds, Protestants and Jews were
heretics; that is to say, were beyond the pale, were
abominable, were not entitled to human consideration.
Humane men and pious women felt no more compunc-
tions at the sufferings of Protestants and Jews than we
would at the execution of mad dogs or rattlesnakes.
There are plenty of people in the United States to-day